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FHWA - Canal Road Entrance Project
at Georgefown University

COMMENT SHEET

All comments are due by Sept, 30, 1985

PLACE IN DESIGNATED BOX
AT THE PUBLIC HEARING
. OR MAIL TO: '

Aame!

ddelrass:
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SUMMARY OF THE
FUBLIC HEARING

for
Imprevements to the Canal Road Entrance
of Georgetown University

MNote:  This exdfre scofion i mew to the FEIS. “Resposises™ o ille conunenty
canlaiiied frercin appenr in fold 28Xt

A Poblic Hearing was beld for the projest on Septemaber 19, 1993 at fhe BEckles Library
Auditeriom at bWount Vemoen College,  The format of the mesting conzisted of an opén houss
forum from 6:00 poan. to 700 pam. with ewhibits and project reports on display, Project Team
memhbers were also available lor guestions and answers ducing this pericd. This portion of the
mesting was Tollowed by fermal oval testimony fiom 7:15 pm. to 9115 pam. The public was
invited to individually provide public statements reparding the proposed imprevements to the
Canal Road Entrance of Georgetowa University. A modeorator facilitated the laiter portion of the
meeting, limiting somments 0 approximataly three minutes cach,

Additionally, a courf reporier was available o take public statemenls relative o the project. The
public was also cnconraged o provide weinen comments at the Pablic Hearing or by mail 1o the
Federal Highway Administration no later than September 20, 1995,

Public Hearing brochures were distributed to the public as they entered the meeting [See
Appendix P.] The brochures included an explanation of the project purpose, a description of the
project alfermatives considered, and a discussion of vardous enviroamental issues relative to the
project. 75 people signed the attendance shect for the meeting and 36 people signed up to speak.
However, only 33 people actually did mako an ol statement to the andience. Most of the
spoakers represented local neighborhood froups.

Public comoments incleded a wide variety of suljects related to the project ranging fomo social
amd soviconmental impacts to procedoral issues. The following iz o list of the main wopics that
most of the connnents have bean grouped inte:

Traffic impacts

Secondary development (Riders” Fund property — now Lot 822)
Georgetown University growth

Bevirgnumental impacts (aic quality, noise, and visual resources)
Project alternatives

Legal procedural process

The majotity of the people cupressed multiple concerns, with specilic smphasis on wraffic
congestion and future developroent of the Riders Fund property (Lot 822), Many of the speakers

Public Haaring SummanyRezponse Fage 1
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also indicatsd their preference for one of the project altermatives s described o the DEIS and
presented on the exbibits at the Public Heaving.

TRAFFIC IMPACTS

Cormments on taffic concerns fooused oo iwoe 1ssues: teaffic projestions and hnpacts to local
communities. The speakers stated o geneml dishelief in the naffic projections presented in the
TETS and shown on the Public Hearing exbibits, Mamy peaple mentioned that they did not think
that the trip redistibution ropresenled the ey expected future conditions aronnd Georgetown
University. Az related to growih at the University, people questioned whether the trafiic
prajections for the project took inte consideration the additional 3.8 million squarc foot that the
Universtty has included in 6 master plaw

[See Section 312 “Sociocconemic and Communify Characterisiies,
Georgetown™,  I[n 1900, the BZA approved up to 3.8 million sgquare feet
additional spaee for the University. The Main Academic Campus parking lot is
constoaimed to its approximate 4,000 space size. The redistrilwtion of troffic
comsidered by this study addressed the users of this lot and how addiftenal er
limited gecess by the different alfernatives may affeet their journey.]

bost of the spealeers were primarily concerned about the particubsr neighborhoads that they lived
in. Speakers wers present from the neighborhoods of TFowhall, Glover Park, Bwleith,
Georgetown, atd Fezey Botton. Everyone mcniioned that there are sericus traffic congestion
problemns in the project area. Reesidents complained about existing and pereeived future delays if
any of the tuild alternatives are selected.

[Section 3.2 “Traffic and Transportation” deseribes existing and future traffic
cnnitions. Section 4.2 “Traffic snd  Transporiation™ describes the
comparative impacts on traffic among the alterneiives. The project focuses on
changes resulting from $he proposied entranes alternatives, and compares the
existing “bose” case and futurs “base” case with these alternatives.]

The pon. peak hioor imfic going westbound ob Canal Foad was pointed out 95 & an example
where long delays and difficult traffic operations will ocour if Allermative 24 is selectad.

[See details of éxisting conditions in Section 3.2 and on fieture conditions in
Seciton 4.2 “Traffic and Transportation”. Also, results on the Preferred
Alternative are found in Chapter 3 — “Additional Traffic Analysis on the
Preferred Alternative”. The Preferred Altecnative would actually reduce
westhoand travel time in 2016 between the Key Bridge and Foxhall Road frem
521 seeonds to 513 seconds.]

Puklic Hearing Summary/Responss Fage 2
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SECONDARY DEVELOPMENT (RIDERS’ FUND '

The strongest complaint from the speakers regarding the {then) Riders® Fund property (Lot 322)
was the lack of sulficient explanation and analysis of the potential developrosnt of the patcel by a
private devcloper. Renussls were made to clearly identify the Riders Fund propeny, the
owmership of the pareel, existing and future access of the parcel, and impaets from privately
developing that property-

Representatives of the Ridars™ Fund were alse present at The mesting, and during the formal oral
testimony they explained their intent “fo comstrucy 17 tastefidfe designed fowwhonses e
emticipaied fownfhouges wanld e four stovics tall amd sefl for abow 862 millfon™ The Riders’
Fund representatives indicated that they belbieve they have the necessary moming and
documentation to proceed further with development plans without getting any additional
approvels, The majority of the sprakers sxpressed steong opposition to any development of 1he
Riders’ Fund property,

jThe inopacts associated with Lot 822 are discossed in Section 4.1.1 *Land
Use™ of the FEIS. Subseguent (o the DEIS, seversal alternatives and their
impact on this property were eonsiderad. The Preferved Alfernative docs wot
require land from or provide aceess to this property.]

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY GROWTH

Ag mentionad previously, the speakers stated that they did not think that expansion of fleor space
at Greoteetowwn Tniversity was accounted for in the project’s fraffic analvsis. [Sec Seetion 3.1.2
“Socineconomic and Commwoily Characteristics.. . Georgetorwn™.)

hany people suggested thal the University may have mixed land wsage plans involving
commercial activities, and that this project would simply bensfil & private institution at the
expense of neighbodng communities. A representative of Geergetown University was prescnt
and during the Lermal oral estimony. He explained that ¢he University has only built a small
fraction of the appryved additional 2.8 million squars feet.  Me indicated that, duc to funding
constraints, luuee groath wiil not be as high a2 previcusly prajectad.

[See Seetion 3.2 for discussion of existing and future backgrouod traffic. Mo
change to fhe main Academic Campus parking lof capacity wouald oetur

' This praperty wee originally part of the mght-ofway for & trollcy which ran from Qe Distriet of Calombia o Slen
Echo, and was swned by the DO, Transit Svatem, Ine, o5 the sperating company for the trolley. 1t was segquiced by
A Couwrt-appointed trostesan behalCof a group iitled the Washingten kelvopoeditan Avea Fidees” Fund (Fiders’
Pund} a5 Foreslosire szle. On May 31, 1996 this property was transfrrred by ordere of the U5, Distriet Conrt
19 the Washington fletcopelitoe Area Transit Authority (WHATAYL WRATA i still investigating the ssuc
of Lithe

Public Hearing Summan/Response Papge 3
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ADMIMISTRATIVE PROCESS

The {inal grouwp of public conments related fo the admindstrative process for the Project, and
focused on lhs Congressional Mandate, The public guestoned whetlrer fedaral fumds should
hegove been expended for the praject prior to identifying the scenic eascments that are required
feom Geprpetoram Liniversity as the local contribution to the project,

[See Appendix A for the Project Legislation and the interagency lemorandum
of Agreement with Georgetowwa University, which commits he University o
proside the necessary exchange of laod.)

The public alse guestioned whether the project satisfied the Congressional Mandale sinee Lhe
Whitehurst Fresway (which is 2 Federal-aid primary highway} could be negatively mnpacted,

[See Appendix A for the Project Legislation. Sece also VEIS Chaprer 2 -
“Project Alteroatives™ and Chapter 3 — “Additional Traffic Analysizs on the
Preferred Altermaiive™. The Congressional wmandate regarding Federal-aid
highways has been adiressed, Uhe Congressional Act mandafed full access
with no decrease in ¢fficicney of Federal-aid highways. The Preferved
Alternative provides 2l puevements of aceess and egress; it also doex not
degrade teaffic service, The mifigation commiimend at the Whitehurst Freeway
under the Preferred Alternative assists in satisfying this Lutter cuiterion.]

Seweral comments alleged o suggested that there were deficicncics in the aralysis for the Diraft
Envitonmental Impact Statement.

[The DEES was adequate, prepared in accerdzoce with the appropriate
Federal Mighway Administration policies and Techoical Advisory, DMiner
etlitorizl corveetions have been made. The FEIS is basid on the DTS, with
necessary additions addressing the Preferred Alternative and proecsses sinee
the DEES. The “Reevaluation of the DEIS” is located in Appendix H.]

Speakers aloo requested FEOWA to catond the public comment perod to allow for a mere
coroplete review of the project documents,

[See Chapier & — “Comments and Coordination”. All comments received were
aecepted, including those beyond the legally satisfactory deadline of Sepéember
30, 1995, Agency coordination eontivued through to the FEIS. For responses
to written comments, refer to Apperdix F)

Public Hearing SummanyResponse FPage 5
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Refer to: HPC-15

Dzar Sir/Madam:

The Federa] Highway Aministration {FHWA}, in copperation with the District of
tofumbia Department of Public Works, is preparing an Envirvonmenta] Impact
Statement [EIS) for pemorstration Project DE-00123(B(H ), Geergetown University
Canal Road Entrance, Washin ton, BC. The proposed project consists of
upgrading the #xisting tana] Road Entrance to allow for all turning movements
at the emtrance. Rlternatives under consideration and to be discussed in the
E15 include: (1} ne action, {2} at-grade cignalized {ntersection, and

{3} grade separated interchange.

& public information open house will be held December 10, 1952, 7 p.m. to

g p.m. &t the Eckles Memordal Library located in Mouni yernon Collega. The
main eatrance to Mount Vernon tollege 15 on W Street between Foxhall Road and
46tk Street; after enterirg the main entrance, take your First teft and Eckles
Memorial Library will be the fif¢h building on the left. The purpose of the
open house i% to provide an opporiunity for individuals, representatives of
civic groups, public agencies, and governing bedies te offer comments
regarding the proposed roadway fmprovements. You and representatives of your
grgznization are invi ted to attend the open house. Attached 15 a map showing
the project Tocation and the gpen house site. :

After the open house, timely status updates for the project will pe prepared
and distributed by the FHNA and sent to the Advisory Nefghborhood Commissions,
titizen's Groups, znd Homeowner kesociztions on our current mailing list. The
updates will alse be sent to any Jocal citizen or other netghborbond groups
who request to be on the mailing 1ist 2t the open house. {ince the impacts of
each alternative have been evaluated, a Draft Ervironmental Impact Statement
[DEIS) will be prepared and 2 public hearing w111 be held allowing the publie
;n}gff:r ;g;ments on the DEIS. The DEIS is scheduted to be completed in the
2tl of 1 .
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if you have any guestions or commenis, please¢ contact Mr. Gerald Yakowenko,
Field Operatigns Engineer, at 202-523-0163.  Mritten comments concerning this
proposed action _and the EIS should be directed to Mr. Arthur J. Hitl, Divizien
Adminfstrator, Faderal Highway Administration, Union Center Plaza, Suite 730, -
B2d First Street, NE, Washington, UC Z0Q0Z.

Sinceraly yours,

G e

55 Gary L. Klinedinst
Divisiaon Engineer
Enclosires
ce:
Hr. Arthur 3. #i11, FHMA Diviston Administrator, Washingtom, D.C. {HDA-DC)
Wr. Robert G. Stanton, NPS Regiomal Directer, Washington, D.C.
Mr. Thomas 0. Hobbs, Superintandent, CAG Canal WHF, -NFS, Sharpsburg, MD
Mr. Gearge R. Lansnier, Wice President and Assistant Treasurer, Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C.
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Refer to: HPC-15

Pear $ir/Madam:

The Federat Highway Administration {FEWA), in cooperation with the District of
Columbia Department of Public Works, is preparing an Environmental Impact
Statement (EI$} for Demonstration Project DE-0012{&01}, Gecrgelown University
fanal Read Entrance, Washingtan, DC. The proposed project comsisis of
upgrading the existing Canal Road Entrance t1o allow for all turaing movemenis
at the entrance. Alternatives under consideration and to be discussed in the
Ei5 snclude: (1) no actfon, (2} at-grade signzlized intersection, and

{3} grade separated Interchange.

The open house originally scheduled for December 10, 1992, has been
rescheduled for February 11, 1993, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Eckles
Memorial Library located in Mount Yernon College. The purpese of the open
house s to present to the public conceptuzl drawings of the propased
alternatives shown 1n the enclosed informational package, answer amy questions
zbout the project’s public involvement process and answer any specific project
related questions. The main entrance to Mount ¥ernon College is on W Strect
between Foxhall Road and 46th Street; after entering the main entrance, take
your first left and Eckles Memgrial Library will be the fifth bailding on the
Jeft. Also enclosed is a map showing the project lecation and the open house
site. You and representatives of your organizaztion are invited Lo attend the

open house.

&fter the open house, timely status updates for the project will be preparad
and distributed by the FHWA and sent to the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions,
Citizen’s Groups, and Homeowner Associations on our current mailing list. The
updates witl also be sent to any local citizen or ather neighborhood groups
who request te be on the mailing J1ist at the open house. Once the impacts of
gach aiternative have been evalbated, z Draft Environmental Impact Statement
{DET5) will be prepared and a public hearing will ke held allowing the public
to offer comments on the DEIS. The DEIS is tentatively scheduled to be
completed in the fall of 1993,
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if you have any questions or commenis, please contact M. Gerald Yakowenko,
Field Operations Engineer, at 20Z-BE3-0183. Written comments corcerning this

proposed action and the EIS sheuld be directad to Mr_ Arthur J. HiT1, Divizion

Administrator, Faderal Highuay Administration, Union Center Flaza, Suite 750,
B20 First Street, MWE, Washington, QIL Z000Z.

Sinceraly yours,

Coroke plecurt

35 Gary L. Klinedinst
Division Emgineer

Enclosires

co:

Hr. Arthur J. #i11, FHWA Diviston Administrator. Washington, o.C. {HDA-DC)

Hr. Robert G. Stanton, NPS Regiomal Directlor, Washingten, D.C.

Mr. Thomas ¢. Hobbs, Superintendent, G40 Canel WHF, -NF3, Sharpsburg, MD

Mr. George R. Lansnier, Wice President gnd Assistant Treasurar, Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C.
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CEORGETOWH PUELIC INFORMATION MEETING
SUMMARY OF COMEENTS

10 citizensforganizations replied to the proposed project
following the February 11, 1593, meeting.

3 citizensforganizations were for ane or more of the
proposed aliernatives.

7 citizens/organizations were against implementing any of the
prepesed atternatives.

Comments:

Prefers zignalization alternative {(#2) because:; it doos not have a
negative impact on the canal view from water or land; seems least
arpensive; and minimal impact on traffic flow. 1 - Mo Farlane.

Accepts the proposed alternatives as loeny as the oné chosen does not
intrude on the canal visually or increase the noise any more than it
already does. 2 - CAQ fanal Association, Johnson.

Any of the proposed alternatives would have negative jrpacts on the
apsthetic view Lo awd from the camal. 1 - Finney.

Changes should not be made that will alter the canal and its wall. Strong
traffic and pollution-reduction justification needed for any grade-
separated atternafive. 1 - Johnson.

Drainage ig poor a1nng canal Read to sven if alternative 1 (no zction) is
chozen action showld be taken to remedy the situvatijon. 1- Maruyama.

The already fragile environment would be disturbed by any construction
efforts as well as seriously s peppveniencing thousands of commuters for an
axtended peried of time for construction aiternatives 3a-3¢. 1 - Maruyama.

Material value of property and quality of 14f2 along MacArthur Blvd. would
decrease further from added noise, traffic congestion, and pollution.
} - Hoss.

Approximataly 10 years ago an alternate access from Canal Reoad was denied
due ta the impact on commiter traffic and the consequential impact em the
environment in 2 residential avea, The aresd jneludes Foxhall Rd..
Machrihur Blvd., and Canal Road, Now thal traffic is worse how can it be
considersd? 4 - Finney, Brackett, Maruyama, Sandusky.

Georoetown University is not befng forthright about its motivation for the
preject. The new entrance is for heavy oil trucks to have access to

the proposed electrical co-gensration plant routing them throwgh Mac
Arthor Blvg. 1 - Hoss.

I question the FHWA statement that the "project is expecied to have a
pasitive impact on traffic and air gquality on Tocal Georgetown streets.”
Traffic from campus at rush hour is negligible. b - Finmey.



Father George of Georgetown University testified before {ongress that the
proposed interchange would be an underpass. Most of the alterpaiives
contradict this testimony. Legal ramifications should be comsidered.

3 - Finney, Sawaya{RNC 2EO1}, Sandusky. .

In 1983, S million was appropriated for an underpass to be constructed.
New alternatives could ran as high as $14 millien. Where would the
funding come from: 1 - Finney.

Ervironmentally sound access to Georgelown University can be accomplished
by constructing a bike path using an existing tunne]l and abandoned
railroad ight-of-way, 1 - Finney.

The following is a summary of the comments and requests made by AHC 2E
through Westy McDermid, Chairman, representing 16,000 area recidents:

AHC 2E is cemcerned that Geergetown Uniwversity has mot represented itself

fairiy to the FHWA. The propesed campus plan detajls ever 3.57 millien

square feet of buildings that the Beard of Zoning Adjustment has all but
approved. The plan weuld also require the building of 2 56,00 Watl co-
generator on the campus which would affect the entire comminity. They
request that the EIS be expanded to include the impact of traffic due to
proposed campus plan buiideut. Atse, the EIS showid include the number
persons currently traveling to the campus including identificatien of
whers they live and the number of cars cuerently parked on campus.

- ANE ZE, Samdusky

The following is a summary of the objections and requests made by
ralisades Citizrens® Association represented by Arthur Watson.

Objectionss

- po proof of benafit,

- increase cohgested traffic and pollution.

- no proof that traffic would decrease at other entrances.

- studies corducted a decade ago show that traffic "bottlenecks" would

pecur which restulied in project being abandoned at that time.

- decrease in property value in the area.

- rgin aesthetic view of and from the canal.

- principal roote for joogers, pedestrians, and bicyelists woulid propose

a safety hazard.
flequests that the drafi EIS be pased on:

- independent, scientifically based study that provides data with respect
tp: [1) vehicular traffic to and from campus 24 hours/day, (2ltraffic
on several other nearby streets.
current air guaiity and anticipated effects.
not yehicalar traffic .
avaliation of aiternatives reconfiguring the other existing enirances.
affects to historic and scenic walues. -

i B 1 F
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